HAD BEEN INSPIRED BY THE DEVIL.         301
" The diabolic instinct may have descended to her," said the priests, " and attracts her to the sorceress. We had best sprinkle her with holy water."
So they sprinkled her with holy water, and used exorcisms. Indeed, the case being an important one, and the personages of rank, they brought out from their treasures the apron of a certain virgin saint, and put it round her neck, in hopes of driving out the hereditary fiend.
. " If I am led with a halter, I must needs go," said she, with one of her mother's own flashes of wit, and went "But, Lady Alftruda," whispered she halfway up the church, "I never loved him."
" Behave yourself before the King, or I will whip you till the blood runs."
And so she would; and no one would have wondered in those days.
" I will murder you, if you do. But I never even saw him."
" Little fool! And what are you going through, but what I went through before you ?-"
"You to say that1?" gnashed the girl, as another spark of her mother's wit came out. " And you gaining what------"
" What I waited for for fifteen years," said Alftruda, coolly. " If you have courage and cunning like me, to wait for fifteen years, you too may have your will likewise."
The pure child shuddered; and was married to Hugh of Evermue, who was, according to them of